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THE TIME TRAVELER 
TI6HTENEP THE LAST 
BOLT ON HIS MACHINE, I 
WtPEP HIS HAN PS ON 
AN OIL'S RAG, ANP 
THEN CUM SEP INTO 
THE PEI /EES SEAT 
TO TEST THE 
VEHICLE. 



HE WENT FORWARP INTO 
TOMORROW, BACK WARP INTO 
TESTER PAY, MAPS A FEW 
SMALL API USTMENTS, ANP 
PEOPEP HE WAS REAPV 
FOR THE SR EAT JOURNEY. 



WHOSE NAME WAS 

SMITH, WAS HOT 60 MUCH tNTERESTEO 
IN HISTORICAL SIGHTSEEING AS BECOMING 
IMMORTAL, ANP IT WAS FOR PRECISELY 

this reason he hap built h/S machine. 



THE FACT THAT HE 
COULP WITNESS fMST 
ANP FUTURE EVENTS 
WAS H/CE, BUT PURELY 
CO/NCIPENTAL ANP 
ONLY OF PERIPHERAL 
INTEREST 



HE HAP ALREAPY STRIPPEP POWN, HOPING TO FT 
IN WHERE OFFA WAS GOING, OR RATHER WHEN, 
CLOTHES WERE UNNECESSARY ANP IN FACT 
WOULP BE CONSlPEREP RATHER FOPPISH. THERE 
WOULP BE FEW PEOPLE AROUNP TV SHOCK IN 
ANY CASE. JUST THE APAMSES , HOPEFULLY 
BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THE TWO CH/LPREN. 








OPPA HAPNT NESPSP TO TAPS AN/ r*£X//&av&\ 
KKCAUSS NS Nip KNOWN IT WOULP ALL KK mere, 
HAITINK fOS LM, ON NIK ASSWAL NK HAS NOT 

mncrep, op coasts, put ns coulp nabplv 

IMAKINS THAT APAN! ANP PAS WPULP «e INNOS-I 
rrTAKLM TO INK CASUAL. YISITOT, SiNCM THKrV 
NOT NAPA S/NSLS CALLS. g «EW TNK FIITST 
PAN OP TNStP MAPnASK. 



\altnousn me moe was smooth anp 

\UNSVSNTPUL, HIS AKKH/AL IN THE 6 ASPEN 
\OP KPKN CAUSE PA UTTLS BIT OP A STUt. 
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r well, r rs > 

osbtainlv vesvn iob. 

ALL. SHINY ANP POLISW6P 
PONT YOU THINK SO, 

S. PABLINS r > 



THAT'S A 
NICE THINSV 
VOUVS AST 
THESE, . 



WHAT 



^ OH, TUB N 

MAcmne. ms 

CAL LEP A MACH INE. 
A TIME MACHINE, 

. IN FACT. s 



WELL, WE X 

WEBBNT PLANNINS TO, 
ACTUALLy! IN FACT, NEVE 
SEEN WLP NOT TO. IT 
WAS ONE OP HIS ONLV 
STIPULATIONS WHEN WE 
TOOK UP BESIPENCE. 
Anvthins but the 
APPLES, ms IN THE > 
s. lease, / 



K MOST /S 
CEETAINLV, miss.. 
MBS CAN I CALL «U 
n. BVBT 4 



K MV NAMES 
OPPA. I'M FBOHA 
THE PUTUBS. IVB 
COMB TO TBLL KOU 
NOT TO EAT THE 
V APPLE. > 





REALLYT WELL, ~ 
IT WAS NICE OF VOL TO 
COMB ON voue SHINY 
MACHINE TO WIEN US 
WHILE VOL EE HERE WWV 
CWT you STAY FOB THE 
NISHTT HAVE A LOO*. 
AROUNO TTS OUITE AN 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
PLACE, PLENTY OP A 
k LONE WALKS. J 



^ VERY KINO 

OP YOU BUT THAT ~ 
WOLLO RUIN THE WHOLE 
PURPOSE OP THE VISIT 
IP VOL KNOW WHAT I 
MEAN YOU SEE, IP WERE 
VERY CAREFUL, WE CAN 
SET RIO OP OEATH POR 
THE WHOLE HUMAN 
RACE 



OFF# WAS ALMOST SWA YEP 

frost his puppose. sue 
MS. aptep all, an ex- 

TPEMElW ATTPACTIVE 
HOMAN ANP rr PIP NOT 
SEEM AS IP APAM HAS 
the most uNPeesrANPtN& 



\r BUT we n! 

Aet rue whole human 
RACE-ANO WE PONT HAVE 
ANY NASTY THINGS LIKE 
THAT HERE IN THE PIBIST 
PLACE. OH, PLEASE A 
V AST MB V! 



TIL SHOW 
VOL AROUNO IP 
YOU LIKE 



love cojlp see att a 

\ElANCE WAT WHILE 

\Tue mappiaee was 

I STABLE IN MOST 
PESPECTS, THE PE 
WAS OWE APEA THAT 
HAP NOT VET SEEN 
EXPLOPEP AT ALL 

\noNEvee. MA*piA6e\ 
\euiPANCE COUN- 
TS LOPS ANP SOCIAL 

\woexeps woulp 

\HAVe TO WAIT THE IP 



r IM SORRY ^ 
THE OPFER IS 
MOST TEMPTING 
BUT r REALLY 
WOLLO RATHER SEE 
THE PLACE BY 
MYSSLP. THANKS 
k ANYWAY. 







^ somehow... ^x 

thm-SOMHOW I 
JUST C’IPN'T 6XPEOT 7W4T 
fOZJ OF uANCUACE FBOM 

Twe 600 of rue 

x. weerews, x' 



What rha 
Hail are you 
doing here 



Qod of the 

WHAT? 



r ah, ves soppy. x. 
Twevre not hbee yET, >ore 
-rweyr puts *10 in /In awfmpp 
fE>SfTx?N, eE4u.y 6ovrr of 
coot'/ run u whatx meant 

'NAS, 1 PIPNT EXPERT SOU TO 

. use \nopps life hell. S 



^ Why not ? It'5 

only & scruffy little nightclub, set 
up by one of nw fallen angels The only 
one... you could say I'd have a hundred 
percent success rate if it wasn't for 
that dropout. Anyway, you haven't j 
answered my question. Jt 



ah, yes, well, 

TM ON A MISSION of MeeoY, 
PSALLY rVB COME TO SAVE APAM 
ANP eVE FPOM. THEMSELVES YOU 
see, X HAVE INSfPE INR3EM4T10N 

that Twevee Asourr to bat 
some Ann. es anp i uNeee- 
STANP THAT'S NOT ON, 



Pon-t overstay 
your welcome, 
mother. 



The contract 
says anything but 
the apples. 



THATS MV INTEErBBTAVON, 
TOO, FOP WHAT ITS IViPeTK 
4Ny*\wy, tujt'S wwy tm heps. 
SOPT OF A FAIPY SOPMOTHBP, 
IF YOU LIFE. 



no Sib, 

I CEETAINL.Y 
WILL NOT. 




W6LLT 



jr 60 WHAT# > 
TWB BLACK TH1HQV 

in \c \i* ftmrr hanpt 

6BEM6 UKR fT Mi^MT 

M /mpwttant *in£e 
wvi nctt put it 

C**VN R?*4#«£0NP 
4U. THE TIME >tPUVi 



S THtff TUI* * A \ 

EMITW ANP .*# 

autdmatu: wrrw 4 of 

7WWNT V-#«VeN B0UNP* 4 
00UM A<T10N T» 

#T0P *?u nm BU»UN* pfp 
*?U« OWN FOOT, ANP PILSP 
MNT FOW A QUICK, OMAN 
PKAW. IT'LL FLOW A UOlM 
TUB +\ ZB OF A *XJTPUT» 
IN 4N BLMPHAHV4 A 
V BUM* 



IVB C*PNT ~ 
HAVE TWPBB ABOUND 
yrr, but rv» bpt 4 
A*?P IPBA WH4T IT6 
FOB 60 WHAT# TUB 
PW4L-TM* 0N« TV44T 
PtfBBNT INV<PLV* TUB 
. U*« <*= THAT A 

V -rwiN^r 



ypu 6 onn 4 
MOOT ISM OFF , 
OF rVH4TT 



Ntf, the one ^ 

WHP (?w^ TH6 tffc£WAfcP WILL 
BE H4NP/N6 <9LTT TUB ft BWABP* 
ANP PUNISHMENT# ATPABSN TLV 
XPU #BT CONPEMNEP TO 
LB6LB66NE66 4NP EVECtTONE, 
VOU IN£LUPBP, #«TS 
BANI4HEP FftOfA TUB SABPBN, 

bvbntuallv t<? pie... ^ 




...EUT LET ME TELL YOU 
SOMETH I NA, OFF A- YOU LOOK N 

UKE A MAN WHO SPEAKS THE 7TTUTH 
60 TM NOT SO\N3 TO SPENP AU. 
C*W A&SUiNS WITH YOU TRUST ME. 
THE APPLES WILL STAY WUERE THEV 
ARE WHO WANT6 TO 60 SUPINE , 
AtZOUNP ON THeiR {5ELLY 

N FOREYER 7 j 





r you x - J&a& Wfi - 

EOT ME THERE \ 

R4MNE? IP I J 
s. KNOW... 

.. AN</iYA</, IF YOU PONT > 
6lVE HE* THE APPLE THEN WE 
ALL 6EJ TO LIVE POREVER, HERE/ 
IN THI6 JJEAUTI PUL FLACE. AN p 
v OP COURSE YOU GET TO KEEP > 

X. yoUR less. 



...ALON6 WITH ^ 
6PlC?ER6 V40U, THE SNA tee, 
BECOME ONE OF THE MOST 
PESP\SEP 4NP LOATHEP 
£PE4TUeE* ON THE P46E 
OP THE EARTH. 



^ I PIPN'T > 

REALLY LIKE 7W6 
WAV VOU 6AIP SNAKE 
A FEW MINUT66 
X. B46K.. y 



WHAT PIP v 
THE APIPRRS AO 
. ANP POT > 



ANP PBATN, YOU ^ 
6AIPT I PONT LIKE THE 
EOUNP OF THAT, EITHER. I 
PONT NEEP THAT KlNP OF 
STUFF. OON6IPER THE 
. WORLP 64 FE FROM 
X 6IN. 



|W/7W HIE EOSlNESS PONB, OF FA I 
MARCH BP BACK TO THE TIME 
\ MACHINE ANP CUMBEP AE0A*P\ 



SORRY I CANT 
STOP. YOU KNOW HOW IT 
16. &U6V Eu6v. HAVE A 
6000 TIME. . 



/ a I'mi.n \ 

HJU'r SEE IT )' 




T%lJ. MV *WW. r'| 


MM N * I 


a‘ 1 i.'MjL’ L y Jb\ .. 


Lf^ 'f tn ' j 
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I^iv op so mas not a pool anp ppauzep 
I ™AT n/th no pbutth aoounp, WITH 

UMMOPTAUTY IN THE AM, go TO SPEAK. 
\THe NOPLP NAS SOON SOI NS TO BEOOMi 
\OYBPPOPULATEP, SO HE NAP MAPS UP 
\N!S M1NP TO STOP EVEPV SO OFTEN TO 
[CHECK OUT TNe HUMBEPS SITUATION. 



\THEPE NOULP BE PLENTY OP POOP, PPINK 
IANP SUNSHINE APOUNP OP OOUPSE, 

[because tub sappen noulp still be 

\THBPE. IT MS A OUSSVON OP NHETHMP 
\thepe noulp me spake on rum spass 
\TO UE CONN POP A SNOOZE OP NHATEVEP. 



FUNNY. wry niNNY. 



\ne Ttnsp asain, mis time 



\FANP NNEN NS SOT PACK TO N/S ONN 
IVME, OFPA SMITH NOULP P1SAPPMAP 

\Ouickep than vapop on a not sumanuts 

\PAY. HE NOULPHT EXIST. NS NAS ONLY 
I SAFE NHILM HE STAYBP PACK ANP KEPT 



ITENTH CENTUPV ZILCH BV NON 
\HB HAP SOT TUB PP1FT. NO APPLE, \ 



CLOS/NS THE TIME CIPCLS. 







ONLY TPOUBLE NAS, HE PIPNT WANT 7E>| 



> fAY BACK. HE NAS AN EXTPOYEPT, NAS 
TFPA. ANP THOSE KINP OP PEOPLE NEEP 
PEOPLE HE HAP TO HAVE AN AU PENCE 
OTS OP MEN SLAPPINS HIM ON THE BACK 
INP SAVINS, ‘SET THAT OFPA, HE'S A 
'•PEAT SUV KNONS HON TO PUT A JOKE 
■OSETHEP- LOTS OP NOMEN TO LEAP 
ISTPAY NITH HIS KNONLEP6E OF PINE 
IPT ANP BATTLES IN VIETNAM. 



\SOPT OF THINS. THEY'P BE SOPEP NTH IN 
\TUE WEEK- ANP HE HAP ETEPNITV TO SET 
yHPOUSH. EXTPOVEPTS 60 THPOUSH PEOPLE 



\UKE PEOPLE 60 THPOUSH PEANUTS AT 
\THE BAP. THEY NEEP THE FLON OF 
HUMANITY, the nevep-enpins LINE of 
\chi NESE MAPCHINS S/NSLE file past the 
\flaspole. 






HE REAUZEP IT WAS NO USE. THE WHOLE 
THING WAS OFF. EVE WOULP HAVE TO HAVE 
THE APPLE. A PAM TOO. OFFA WOULP 
FIGURE OUT ANOTHER WAY TO FINP IM- 
\ MORTAL! TV. IF THERE WAS ONE THERE \ 



THE SERPENT RBFUSEP TO HAVE 
ANYTHING TO PO WITH IT. 



TVB GONE 

Straight, 

counselor. 



OH NEVER MINP. 
JUST EAT ONE 
OF THE APPLES 



TP RATHER 
HAVE AN ORANGE. 
I PON IT URB 
^.APPLES 



HOW PO 
YOU KNOW IF 
YOU'VE NEVER 
TRiBP THEM? 



HAVE YOU EVER 
EATEN FRIEP U 2 ARPS 
INTESTINES T 




LOOK FELLA/ 

I J UST PONT LIKE N 
TME THiNSS/ I PONT UKE 
oabbaoe, anepe, mazsoh, 

PAESNIPS ANPOOPP4M 
APPLES, A? JUST TAKE *PUE 
SUSSSSTONS TO SOvAE 
V otmeb quarter S 



r no... okax 

I SET TME IPEA. 

EUT *O0< APPLE* AZE 
SHEET TME LANPlOZP, 
NELL, TME KEATON ME 
RPESN'T NANT YOU TO 
TOUCH THEM I* EECAjSE 
HE WANT# TM EM «?* 
K HIMSELF , 



7WOUSMT ^ 

I‘P &VE IT A TEY WMAT 
TME HELL. TOU ONLY 
. UVE OHCE. y 



/ MB'S SEEEPY > 
ME KNOWS TWAT 
ONCE VOU'VB TEBflp 
TMBAA YOU'LL WANT 
THEM VVITM EVEBV 
PlSOB OP BOAST PtWK 
v YOU BAT V 



r UST THEN THERE HAS \ 
ML KiN PS OF FUSS. \ 



walking 



I OFFAS TIMS MACHINE 
HAS ALStEAPW MOP/ NS 
\OFFf INTO THE FUTURE 
\NO HAP HAS HE 
STAPlNO AROUNP TO 
TAKE THE CAN FOR 
THAT LOT 



f Pack your ^ 




1 suitcases and start 


f * • • • 3> 




^ WOO 6TAV ^ 

TM6ST6, PttKLIN*. PAPCV 
WILL *X>N KILL THE 
. N4^TV^R4. > 



M4V06 WE 
0U*HT T0 6<2 U^Mfi 
IN£T64P 



PKCW/ TWECTT* 4N 
£?PF-4/ 



p 



THE LAST QUESTION NAS ASKEP 
FOE TAB FI AST TIME, HALF IN JEST, 
ON MAV 21, ZOb / THE QUESTION 
CAME ABOUT AS A AESULT OF A 
FWE-AOLLAA BET OVEA HUSH BALLS. 





t. 



X— ^ 




EVt 



31 




jE& 



m 



ALEXANA6A AAELL ANA BEATAAM LUPtW WEAE 
TWO OF THE FAITHFUL ATTBNAANTS OF MULT! VAC. 
MULTIVAC WAS SELF-AA JUSTINS ANA SELF- 
COAACCTINS — NOTH INS HUMAN COULA AAJUST 
IT QUiaCLV ENOUSH—SO THEM ATTENAEA IT 
SUAE A FlOALLV, FEEAINS IT AATA, AAJUST! NS 
QUESTIONS TO ITS NEE AS, ANA TAANS- 
LATINS THE ANSWEAS THAT WEAE ISSUE A. 















rr& AMAZine when 

\OU THINK O* IT. NON THAT 
MULTWAC 16 6NT1ZELV POVEZEP 
gv TUg ftJN. Wg HAVE ALL THE 
EMEZ^V *Vg £AN Pfc?$*l*LV 
Bvge n*s p£>e rzee all the 

ENEZ^V AS <^7ULP 6VEZ L*C 
R7ZEVEZ AMO R?ZgvEK 

ANC? RXfgVgZ A 



ftrlLM* 





16 




I'M HOT W/WAT ' 
I 64 V 16 THAT A 6UN 
V\^NT U46T K?K6VE(Z. 
WE're 64FE R*? TWEN- 
TY MILLION VEAK6, EUT 
THEN WWAT? 



6TOP > 

(?UNNIN£ POWN VS/WAT 
MULTI VA0'6 PONE 
>. foz o 6 f y 



r anp > 

CVNT6AV 
WE'LL 6WIT0U 
to a wo rwee 

v 6UW. y 








in Twe ozibinalcosmio 
explosion ahp rrtL all bnp 

WHEN ALL TVIE 6TAES BUN POWN 
OUZ 6UN WILL LA£T TW6NTV 
WLLION VEAZ* ANP MAVK THE 
PWAZPB WILL LAST A WUNPZEP 
WLUON, RJTJUtfTfilVE LMS A 
tbillion yEAz« anp 
EVEBVTVHN6 WILL »E RAZZ BN- 
TZOZY WA* TO INOZEASE TO 
V MAXIMUM, THAT# ALL. 
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r once this ^ 

& ALAXV I# FILLER, WE LL 
WAVE FILLER ANOTWEK IN 
TEN YE AZ£. ANOTHER 
TEN YEAZ6 ANR WE LL WAVE 
FILLED TWO MOZB ANOTWEZ 

reoare, four Moee. 



IN A HUNRREP 
VEAZ* WELL WAVE FILLER 
A TUOl>SANR AALAXIEE IN A 
THOUEANP YEARS, A MILLION 
(SALAXIES IN TEN THOUSdNP 
V64BE, WE ENTIRE KNOWN 

univei we. wen what? . 
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THE IMMOPTAL SOP IBS OF 
HUMANITY BEMAlNEP ON TUB 

PLANETS in sospbnpbp ani- 
mation OYBg TUB EONS WHILE 
THE/g MIN PS gOAMEP THE 
UNIVEZSE. 



FBtM NEW INPIY/PUALS WEPE COM! NS 
INTO EXISTENCE TO JOIN THE INCPEP- 
IgLY MUSHTY THPON6, EOT THEgE WAS 
LITTLE ZOOM IN THE UNIYEZEE FOP 



NEW INPIVIPUALS. 




NS CAU. IT 
ONLY THE 6ALAYY. 
AHP YOU T 



TITUS. SINCE 
ALL SALAYIES APE 
THE SAME. 



zee pg/Me was house p out of 
his eevegie upon com ins acposs 

THE WISPY TBNPPILS OF 
ANOTHEP MINP. 



WE CALL OUgS 
TOE SAME. ALL MSN CALL 
TMSie OALAYY THE 
6ALAYY ANP HOTWN6 
MOPE- 



HOT ALL SALAYIBS. 

OH OHS PAKT\CULAZ SALAYY 
THE gACE OF MAN MUST 
HAVE OgiSlHATEP- THAT 
MAYES IT PIFFBgBNT -4 
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THE UNIVEPSAL AC HEAPP, FOP ON EVEPY 
WOPLP ANP THPOU&UOUT SPACE, IT HAP 
ITS PECEPTOPS PEAPY, AMP EACH PECEP- 
TOP LEP THPOUGH HYPEPSPACE TO SOME 
UNKNOWN POINT WHEPE THE UNIVEPSAL 
AC KEPT ITSELF ALOOF. ALL OF UNIVEP- 
SALAC WHICH EXISTS P IN THE KNOWN 
UNiYEPSE WAS A SHINING SLOES. TWO 
FEET ACPOSS MOST OF IT EX/STEP IN 
HYPEPSPACE. IN A FOPM UNIMAGINABLE 
TO MAN. 



THE PAY HAP LONS SINCE PASSEP 
WHEN ANY MAN HAP ANY PAPT OF 
THE MAKING OF A UNIVEPSAL AC. 
BACH UNIVEPSAL AC PESI6NEP 
ANP CONSTPUCTEP ITS SUC- 
CESSOP. EACH, PUPtNG ITS 
EXISTENCE OF A MILLION YEAPS 
OP /HOPE, ACCUMULATEP THE 
NBCESSAPY PATA TO BUILP A 
BETTEP ANP MOPE INTPICATE, 
MOPE CAPABLE. SUCCE6SOP IN 
WHICH ITS OWN STOPS OF 
PATA ANP INPIVIPUAUTY WOULP 
BE SUBMEPSEP. 



01 03 78 08 08 33 93 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 S3 02 03 01 O' 03 ?S 

os $3 so or- ;)3 This Is c j ob oe the original Galaxy of Man. 

08 S3 S3 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 S3 S3 02 03 01 01 03 ?3 08 08 03 S3 



a white 



dwarf 



1 01 


03 


78 


08 


08 83 S3 02 03 01 0! 


03 


78 


08 08 83 93 


02 03 


01 01 08 78 08 1 


08 


83 


S3 


02 


Man 's original star has 


93 


02 


gone nova. 


47 01 


01 03 78 08 06 1 


83 


S3 


02 


03 


01 01 03 78 08 08 83 


93 


02 


03 0! 01 03 


78 08 


03 §3 93 ■)? o"j I 












m WHEN THEIE ~ 

ENEe<sy ie oone, 

OUB &OWEG WILL FIN4LLV 
PIE, ANP vou ANP I 
_ WITH THEM M 



THE ETAI W 
AEE PVINLS. THE 
<PEIEINAL ETAE 
» IE PEAP 



UNIVEEEALAC/ 

HtfW MAV ETA EE »E KEPT 
EBOtA PVIN<ST 



I y<?U'EE 1 

AEKINE UPW 
ENTEPPY MIEHT EE 
EEVEEEEP IN 
PIEECTIPN. 



01 03 78 03 08 83 93 02 03 0! 01 03 73 08 

There is as yet 

03 01 01 03 78 08 OS 83 83 02 03 01 01 03 



18 S3 93 02 03 

insufficient 



01 


03 


78 


08 


08 


83 S3 


02 


03 


01 


01 


03 78 OS 




08 


S3 


S3 


02 


03 


for 


02 


a 


01 


01 


meaningful 


33 answer, oi oi 


08 


83 


S3 


02 


03 


01 01 


03 


78 


08 


08 




}3 01 01 03 73 08 08 83 S3 02 







MAN, MENTALLY, WAS ONE- HE CON- 
SISTS? CP A TRILLION, TRILLION, 
TRILLION AGELE6S BOP/ES, EACH IN 
ITS PLACE, EACH /ZESTING OU/ET 
AN? INCOPRUPTIBL E, EACH CAPE? 
FOR 3Y PERFECT AUTOMATONS, 
EQUALLY INCORRUPTIBLE, IN HI LB 
THE MINOS OF ALL THE COPIES 
FREELY MELTEP ONE INTO THE 
OT HEP, iNPlSTINGUlSHABLE. 



MAN SAlP, “THE UNIVERSE 16 PYING 



MAN LOOKER ABOUT AT THE RIMMING 
SALAX/ES. THE GIANT STARS, SPENPTHRIFTS, 
WERE GONE LONG AGO, SACK IN THE 
PIMMEST OF THE PlM FAR PAST. ALMOST 
ALL STARS WERE WHITE PVYARFS. FARING 
TO THE ENR NEW STARS HAP SEEN SUILT 
OF THE RUST SETWEEN THE STARS. SOME 
SY NATURAL PROCESSES, SOME SY MAN 
HIMSELF, ANP THOSE WERE GOING, TOO 



man SAlP, "CAREFULLY HUSSANPEP, AS 
PIRECTEP SY THE COSMIC AC, THE ENERGY 
THAT IS BYEN YET LEFT IN ALL THE UNI- 
YERSE WILL LAST FOR BILLIONS OF 
YEARS. BUT EVENTUALLY IT WILL ALL COME 
TO AN ENP. THE ENERGY ONCE BXPENPEP 
IS GONE ANP CANNOT BE RESTORER 
ENTROPY MUST INCREASE FOREVER TO 
THE MAXIMUM " 



THE COSMIC AC SURROUNPEP THEM BUT 
NOT IN SPACE ■ NOT A FRAGMENT OF IT 
WAS IN SPACE IT WAS IN HYPERSPACB 
ANP MARE OF SOMETHING THAT WAS 
NEITHER MATTER NOR ENERGY. THE 
QUESTION OF ITS SIRE ANP NATURE NO 
longer hap MEANING in any terms 
THAT MAN COULP OOMPRBHENP. 
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There is 
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as yet 
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insufficient data 
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01 
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78 
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03 


90 
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for a meaningful 
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93 


answer. 
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COLLECT APPlTIONAL PATA 



01 03 78 08 08 83 93 OS 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 33 02 03 01 01 03 8 08 

I will do so. I have been doing so for a hundred billion years. 

01 01 03 78 03 08 83 93 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 S3 02 03 01 01 03 78 



01 03 78 08 08 83 S3 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 93 02 03 01 Os 03 78 03 

; s My predecessors and I have been asked this question many times. )2 03 ; 

01 03 78 08 08 83 03 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 93 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 



01 03 78 08 08 83 93 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 93 02 03 01 01 03 78 06 

of; 83 03 c All the data I have remains 38 74 02 47 83 37 insufficient. 2 03 0 1 01 

03 78 08 08 S3 33 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 83 93 02 03 01 01 03 78 08 08 



WILL 

YOU KEEP WORKING 
ON ITT 



WS GhAL L 
WAIT 



TAB STARS ANP GALAXIES 
PIE? AMP SNUFFEP OUT, AMP 

space grew slack: after 
TEW TRILLION YEARS OF 
RUNNING POWN. 



ONE SV ONE, MAN FUSEP WITH AC. EACH PHYSICAL BOPY LOSING 
ITS MENTAL IPENTITV IN A MANNER THAT WAS SOMEHOW NOT A 
LOSS PUT A GAIN. MAN'S LAST Ml NIP PAUSEP BEFORE FUSION, 
LOOKING OVER A SPACE THAT INCLUPEP NOTHING BUT THE 
PRE6S OF ONE LAST PARK STAR AN P NOTHING BESIPES BUT 
INCREPIBLY THIN MATTER, AGITATEP RANPOMLV BY THE TAG 
ENPS OF HEAT WEARING OUT, ASYMPTOTICALLY, TO THE 
ABSOLUTE ZERO. 



' AC, !G THIS 

THE ENP7 CAN THIS CHAOS 
NOT BE REVERGEP INTO THE 
UNIVERSE ONCE MORE 7 CAN 
THAT NOT BE PONET 
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MANS LAST MINP FUSEP 
ANP ONLY AC EXISTBP — 
ANP THAT IN HYPBRSPACE. 



MATTER ANP ENERGY HAP ENPBP 
ANP WITH IT SPACE ANP TIME. 



EVEN AC EX/ STEP ONLY FOR THE SANE OF THE ONE 
LAST QUESTION THAT IT HAP NEVER ANSWERER 
FROM THe TIME A HALF-PRUNKEN COMPUTER 
ATTENPANT TEN TRILLION YEARS BEFORE HAP 
ASK BP THE QUESTION OF A COMPUTER THAT WAS 
TO AC FAR LESS THAN WAS A MAN TO MAN 
UNTIL THIS QUESTION WAS ANSWEREP. AC 

Might not release its consciousness. 



ANP rr CAME TO PASS THAT AC LEARNEP 
HOW TO REVERSE THE P/RECT/ON OF 
ENTROPY. BUT THERE WAS NOW NO 
MAN TO WHOM AC MIGHT GIVE THE AN- 
SWER OF THE LAST QUESTION. NO 
MATTER. THE ANSWER— BY PEMONSTRA- 
TION—WOULP TAKE CARE OF THAT, TOO. 
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LUCIUS SHEPARD'S 



THE £MD OF 
LIFE m WE 
KNOW IT 



USA NAP RELEGATEP WISDOM TO BE RIG 
PRESERVE, CLAIMING FOR HERSELF SOUL- 
FULNESS ANP CARING. BACK IN CONNECTICUT 
SHE LOOKER AROUNP AT THE. OTHER WOMEN 
ANP ALL WERE --LIKE HER— EXPENSIVELY KEPT. 
HOPELESS. ANP WITH AN EYE COCKER FOR THE 
LEAST GLIMMER OF EXCITEMENT. 




AFTER CLEARING CUSTOMS 
THEY RENTER A CAR ANP 
PROVE TO PANAJACHEL, A 
VILLAGE ON THE SHORE OF 
LAKE ATITLAN. IN THE SPIRIT 
OF ‘ROUGHING IT" THEY 
STAYER IN A CHEAP HOTEL 
ON THE EPGE OF TOWN. 



nipiiaa 



THE OTHER GUESTS WERE 
MOSTLY COLLEGE -AGE 
VACATIONERS. WHOSE 
CONVERSATIONS REM IN PER 
HER OF THE WORLP IN 
WHICH SHE HAP TRAVELER. 



THEY HAP COME TO MEXICO TO 
SAVE THEIR MARRIAGE, ANP 
THINGS WERE NOT GOING WELL... 
EXCEPT IN BEP, WHERE THINGS 
HAP ALWAYS GONE WELL. USA 
HAP NEVER BEEN LESS THAN 
ARPENT WITH RICHARP, EVEN 
PURING HER AFFAIR. 



SHE FELT MARRIAGE 
HAP OECREASEP HER 
WATTAGE, BUTSHE 
CLUNG TO IT, 
THOUGH SHE HAP 
FALLEN IN LOVE 
WITH ANOTHER 
MAN. 



>»-, v r 

. w . ■ 






FOR A WHILE THEY MAPS A GAME OF 
HATING MEXICO; FINALLY THEY REAUZEP j 
THAT WHAT THEY HATER MOST ABOUT 
THE COUNTRY WERE THEIR OWN 
PERCEPTIONS OF IT, ANP THEY 
HEAPEP SOUTH. 



AN ELPERLY ENGLISHMAN, 
WHO HAP SPENT HIS LAST 
TWELVE WINTERS IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA, RECOMMENPEP 
GUATEMALA, THOUGH THEY 
WERE LEERY ABOUT REPORTS 
OF GUERRILLA ACTIVITY. 

"YOU MUSTN'T MISS LAKE 
ATITLAN" HE'P TOLP THEM. 

“ IT'S ABSOLUTELY BREATH- 
TAKING. REVOLUTION THERE IS 
AN AESTHETIC IMPOSSIBILITY." 



RICHARP ENTERTAINER HIMSELF PURING THE FLIGHT 
BY BEMOANING THE RECLINE OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION. 
IT WAS HIS CONVICTION THAT THE U.S. WAS JOINING 
THE THIRD WORLP, ANP THAT THEIR GRANPCHtLPREN 
WOULO INHABIT A MtLPLY POISONER EARTH ANP 
ENPURE LIVES OF BACK-BREAKING PRUP6ERY UNPER 
AN INCREASINGLY ORWELLIAN GOVERNMENT. 



APAPTEP ANP ILLUSTRATEP BY 

THOMAS YEATES 

COLOREP BY SAM PARSONS 
LETTEREP BY MINPY EISMAN 
EPITEP BY LETITIA GLOZER 
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/ HE'S RAOUL, X 
A WHITE SLAVER- 
THE GENERALISSIMO 
COMMISSIONER HIM TO 
BRING IN A NEW 
. 6RIN6A FOR THE Y 
W. HAREM. 



/ HE'S 
' MARRIED TO x 
A DUMPY INPIAN 
WOMAN, HAS SEVEN 
KIPS, ANP HE'S 
WEARING HIS ONLY 
SUIT TO IMPRESS 
j. THE AMERICANS. . 



X X THINK HE'S > 
VERY ROMANTIC- 
MAYBE HE WANTS ME, 
ANP IS THINKING HOW 
V TO DO YOU IN. ^ 



x OR X 
/ WONDERING \ 
IF HE COULP 
TRADE YOU HIS 
TRUCK, HIS MEANS 
OF LIVELIHOOD, 

. FOR A NIGHT , 
\ WITH ME. A 



NOW 

THAT'S REAL 
ROMANCE. 



VOCOMIL 



RICHARP HAP SNATCHER HER UP PURING HER JUNIOR YEAR AT 
VASSAR. HE WAS JUST BACK FROM VIETNAM, A MEPIC, FULL 
OF ANGUISH AT THE HORRORS SEEN, YET STRONG FOR HAVING 
SEEN THEM. HE HAP SEEMEP TO HER A SHINING KNIGHT, 

A RESCUER. 



AFTER THE WEPPING THOUGH, SHE'P NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO RECALL WHY SHE HAP WANTEP TO 
BE RESCUEP. 



THEY LINGERER OVER PINNER, WATCHING 
THE YOUNGER GUESTS PRIFT OFF ANP 
BEING WATCHER THEMSELVES ~ IN LISA'S 
CASE, BY A FORTYISH GUATEMALAN MAN. 



ORP/NARILY LISA WOULP HAVE 
BEEN IRRI TAPER, BUT NOW SHE 
APOPTEP A FLIRTATIOUS AIR. 






AT SUNSET THEY WALKER 
POWN TO THE LAKE. 



RICHARP PREW HER INTO A KISS ANP SHE FELT AGAIN THE EXPLOSIVE 
PIZZINESS OF THEIR FIRST KISSES ; YET SHE KNEW IT WAS A SHAM, 

A FALSE MAGIC BORN OF GEOGRAPHY ANP THEIR OWN CONTRIVANCE. 
THERE WAS NO REMEPY FOR 
THEIR RESOLUTION. 
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roosters crowing 

WAKEP HER TO GRAY 
PAWN LIGHT. SHE 
REMEMBERER A 
PREAM ABOUT A 
FACELESS LOVER. 



THAT'S THE PROBLEM 
YOU USER TO _ 
BE ABLE TO. 



ITS NOT WORKING. 

I CAN'T MAKE IT WITHOUT 
. YOU, BABE. a 



WHAT 
po you 

MEAN? 



you KNOW AS WELL AS 
I PO. WE WEAKEN EACH 
OTHER, WE DEPRESS 
. EACH OTHER. ^ 



' SOMETIMES I THINK ^ 
MARRIA6E IS THIS BIG 
PASTV SPELL OF CAKES 
AND VEILS THAT SHRIVELS 
EVERYTHING IT 
V TOUCHES. ^ 



MAYBE THIS DISCUSSION IS 
PREMATURE. LET'S GO ON WITH 
;w THE TRIP. -z 



I DON'T EVEN 
UNDERSTAND 

wny vou still 

WANT ME. 



r THAT'S ^ 

NOT THE 
POINT/ 1 STILL 
LOVE VOU, BUT 
LOVE. ..I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT TO 
TELL YOU. I'VE 
SAIP IT ALL A 
k HUNDRED 
L TIMES. A 



IT'S HIM, ^ 
RIGHT? YOU 
STILL WANT TO 
BE WITH 
, HIM. A 



/ WHERE ” 
NEXT? THE 
MOUNTAINS OF THE 
MOON? BRAZIL? IT 
WON'T CHANGE 
-V ANyTHING. Y 



r PLEASE, ^ 
LISA. AFTER 
ELEVEN yEARS YOU 
CAN TRy A FEW 
^ MORE DAYS. . 



ALL RIGHT. A 
FEW MORE PAYS. 
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THE LAUNCH THAT RAN ACROSS THE LAKE BETWEEN 
PANAJACHEL ANO SAN AUGUSTIN HAP SEATS FOR 
. FIFTEEN, NINE OF WHICH WERE OCCUPIER 
, BY A FAMILY OF GERMANS. 



THEY REEKEP OF CRUPITY ANP GOOP HEALTH, ANP MAPE 
USA FEEL REFINEP BY COMPARISON. RICHARP CRACKER A 
_ JOKE ABOUT THEM, BUT UNFORTUNATELY THEY 
jT*) MUST HAVE UNPERSTOOP ENGLISH. 



SAN AUGUSTIN WAS PROBABLY LIKE 
WHAT PANAJACHEL HAP BEEN BEFORE 
TOURISM. 



USA WANTEP TO SYMPATHIZE WITH THE INPIAN 
WOMEN, WITH THEIR POVERTY, BUT THEY 
APPEAREP CONTENT, ANP THEIR WEAVING WAS 
BETTER THAN ANYTHING SHE HAP EVER PONE. 



SHE BOUGHT SEVERAL YARPS OF THE MATERIAL 
ANP THEN THEY RETURNER TO THE POCK, TO 
THE VILLAGE'S ONLY BAR -RESTAURANT. 



I WONPEREP 
WHERE THEY' 0 
GONE. . 



HOLY 

MARIJUANA. 

HIPPIES! 



r THOUGHT N 
WE WERE GOING 
TO GIVE IT A 
FEW PAYS. 



SO MMT PO 
YOU THINK, BABE? 



JESUS, ^ 
USA ! I MEANT 
THE WEAVING! 
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HE THOUGHT HE HAP HER HOW. HEV 
KEEP HER HAPPY, WHIRLING , AN 
ENPLESS PATE, AN INFINITELY 
PROLONGEP 6EPUCTI0N. ^ 



I KNOW 
WHAT you 
MEAN. HOW 
ABOUT A 
BEER? 



T'M SORRy... THE 
WEAVING'S BEAUTIFUL. 
WATCHING THE WOMEN 
WORK, I GOT THE FEELING 
r WAS WATCHING SOMETHING 
THAT WENT ON FOREVER. 

WITH PIFFERENT HANP5, 
OF COURSE 

ANP WHILE 
THE WEAVERS HAP 
THEIR OWN LIVES, THAT 
WAS LESS IMPORTANT 
THAN WHAT THEY WERE 
POING. yOU KNOW? 

LIKE A LONG, WOVEN 
MAGIC. 



SHE WOULP LOSE HER OWN MOMENTUM ANP BE SUCKER INTO THAT LOVING - 
THE -SPIN ROUTINE. THEN THE MACHINE WOULP STOP ANP SHE'P BE PLASTEREP 
TO THE SIRE OF THE MARRIAGE LIKE A WET BLOUSE, NEEP/NG A HANP TO LIFT HER OUT 




POR NAPA 
LISTEN... 



^ I'M POWPY. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 
THAT'S A NAME, NOT A 
^ SELF- RESCRIPT ION. 



MINP IF 

i join you 

FOLKS? 



THANKS. 



wny PO 
you LIVE IN A 
VOLCANO? 



y I LIVE ^ 
UP yONPER. 
BEEN THERE 
GOIN' ON FOUR 
. YEARS. . 



INSIPE THE 
VOLCANO? 



YEP' GOT ME A LITTLE 
SHACK BACK IN UNPER THE UR 
HOT IN THE SUMMER, FREEZIN' IN 
THE WINTER, ANP NONE OF THE 
COMFORTS. I GOT TO BUST 
MY TAIL ON SECRETARIAT 
THERE, JUST TO HAUL 
SUPPLIES. 
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WE HAVEN'T SEEN MUCH, 
JUST THE LAKE. 



KINPA PECULIAR, 
AIN'T IT. ANP HOW 
P 0 you LIKE IT 
HERE? J 



/ HELL, THERE'S EVEN X 
/ THE POLITICAL PARTY OF \ 
' ORGANIZER VIOLENCE ! BAP 
PUPES. IT AIN'T THAT THEY'RE 
EVIL, THOUGH. IT'S JUST THE LANP'S 
SO FULL OF BL OOP, BRIMSTONE, 
ANP MAYAN WEIRPNESS. THAT'S 
HOW COME WE GOT VOLCANOES. 
SAFETY VALVES TO BLOW OFF . 
K THE EXCESS POISON. BUT jj 
THINGS ARE IMPROVIN'. 



YEAH, WELL, 

r IT AIN'T SO BAP ^ 
r 'ROUNP HERE. THEY ’ 
KEEP IT NICE FOR THE 
TOURISTS. BUT THE REST 
OF THE COUNTRY.yOU GOT 
PEATH SOU APS, GUERRILLAS, 
SECRET POLICE, NOT TO I 
MENTION YOUR BASIC ft 
V CRAZEP KILLERS, yffl 



SURE POES, r 

/ USEP TO BE A PAINFULLY \ 
' SHY FELLA, FROM BACKWOOPS 
TENNESSEE. I WAS SHY, BUT 
SMART, SO NATURALLY X ENPEP 
UP IN COMPUTERS. AFTER COLLEGE 
r TOOK A JOB RESIGNIN' SOFTWARE 
IN SILICON VALLEY LIVIN' SEVEN 
YEARS IN AN APARTMENT WITH NO 
FRIENRS EXCEPT MY TERMINALS, 
V I GOT IT IN MY MINP TO y 
X TAKE A VACATION. 



// YES INPEEP/ 

/ THE WHOLE WORLP'S \ 

CHANGING. HAVE Y'ALL \ 
NOTICEP THE WAY THINGS ARE \ 
GOIN' TO HELL BACK IN THE 
STATES ? WELL, THAT MESS 
IS REALLY JUST THE SOUNP 
OF CONSENSUS REALITY / 

V SCRAPIN' CONTRARY / 

V TO THE FLOW / 

OF CHANGE. 

X 7" THEY'RE 

/ SYMPTOMS OF 
Mix— -1^, / THE REAL CHANGE, 
\ EVERYTHING 
V COWIN' TO , 
AWftfi'&Vk \ AN ENP. X 



WRONG. I AIN'T TALKIN' 
APOCALYPSE, HERE. ANP I 
AIN'T NO BIBLE BASHER 
LIKE THEM MORMONS YOU 
SEE. I GOT ME A RELIGION, 
ALL RIGHT. NOT JESUS, THOUGH. 

I'LL TELL YOU 'BOUT IT IF j 
^ YOU WANT. 



WELL 



/ WE'VE 
' GOT AN HOUR " 
UNTIL THE BOAT. 
POES YOUR RELIGION 
HAVE ANYTHING TO 
PO WITH LIVING 
IN THE / 
VOLCANO? Jj 



WOUNP UP HERE, 

~ JUST WANPERIN', WHEN I ^ 
RAN INTO OL' MURCIELAGO. X 
PIPN'T KNOW WHAT TO MAKE OF 
HIM. HE LOOKEP CENTURIES OLP. 
HAP A MESTIZO FELLA INTERPRETIN 
v WHO SAIP MURCIELAGO WAS y 
A BRUJO. JyY 



A WIZARP. 



l\y"^ YEP WELL, ONE 
IX NIGHT HE SAYSTO ME- ^ 
' THROUGH THE MESTIZO- 
“AIN'T NOTHIN' WRONG WITH YOU 
THAT A LITTLE MAGIC WOULPNT 
CURE." SO HE POES SOME SIN6IN' 
ANP RUBS POWPER ON MY MOUTH 
ANP MUTTERS ANP TOUCHES ME, 
ANP THAT WAS IT. THAT NIGHT 
\ I REALIZEP THE MAGIC WAS y 
V POIN' ITS STUFF. 



VY CONFUSEP \ 

V the hell out \ 

OF ME, SO r PECIPEP ' 
TO HIKE UP TO THE 
VOLCANO, WHERE HE LIVER 
ANP ASK HIM ABOUT IT. 
MURCIELAGO WAS WAITIN' 
FOR ME. THE MESTIZO , 
, HAP LEFT A NOTE / 
\ ANP GONE. JT 



BEEN THERE > 
EVER SINCE, ANP 
AIN'T REGRETTEP 
. A PAY... y 
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YOU GAVE UP A JOB 
IN SILICON VALLEV TO 
BE A SORCERER'S 
. APPRENTICE ? • 



y H OW 00 YOU ^ 
KNOW MY NAME? 
you MUST HAVE REAP 
THE PASSENGER LIST 
FOR THE LAUNCH. . 



THAT'S RIGHT, 
RICHARO. 



:>ixi.rsv 



x that AIN'T HOW 
IT HAPPENED. A NAME'S 
WRITTEN EVERyWHERE ON 
PEOPLE. 'BOUT HALF OF MAGIC 
IS JUST BEING ABLE TO , 
SEE CLEAR. ^ 



TIME I'M TAKIN' CARE OF BUSINESS. I'LL 
BRING OL' MURCIELAGO POWN AROUNP SEVEN 
ANP YOU CAN CHECK HIM OUT. VOU CAN CATCH 
THE NINE O'CLOCK BOAT BACK. I KNOW 
HE'P LIKE TO MEET YOU. 



HOW PO 
YOU KNOW? 



' you WERE N 

EASy BUT LISA 
HERE WAS SORTA 
HARP 'CAUSE SHE 
NEVER LIKEP HER 
NAME. AIN'T 
k THAT SO? P 



r AIN'T MY 

PLACE TO EXPLAIN. 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU 
BELIEVE MURCIELAGO'S A 
BRUJO, you 'LL BE POIN' 
SOMETHIN' OUT OF THE 
ORPINARV COULP BE 
. HE'LL GIVE YOU y 
fe*. A GIF T. 



WHAT PIP HE 

give you? 






TO PASS THE TIME SHE BOUGHT 
A NOTEBOOK FROM A TINY STORE, 
ANP SAT OUTSIPE THE BAR 
SKETCHING. RtCHARP OOHEP ANP 
AHHEP OVER THE SKETCHES, BUT 
IN HER JUP6EMENT THEY WERE 
LIFELESS. ACCURATE, YET UN/NSPIREP. 



AS SOON AS DOWRY HAP 
GONE RICHARP ASKER USA 
IF SHE WANTEP A LAST 
LOOK AT THE WEAVING, BUT 
SHE TOLP HIM SHE WOULP 
LIKE TO MEET MURCIELAGO. 
HE ARGUEP BRIEFLY, THEN 
ACQUIESCED. 
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TOWARD FOUR O'CLOCK 
THUNDERHEAPS MUSCLED 
UP FROM BEHIND THE 
VOLCANO. ANP THEY 
RETREATEP INTO THE BAR. 



LISA PIP NOT INTENP 
TO 6ET PRUNK, BUT 
SHE FOUNP HERSELF 
PRINKING TO RICHARDS 
RHYTHM. AFTER SIX 
BOTTLES, WALKING TO 
THE BATHROOM BECAME 
AN ADVENTURE IN 
VERTIGO. 






r YOU'RE ~ 
PARANOID. IF 
HE WERE GOING 
TO ROB US, HE 'D 
PICK A SPOT 
WHERE THERE 
WEREN'T 4NY . 
k SOLDIERS. A 



/ you MUST \ 
HATE ME WE 
CAN CATCH A FLIGHT 
HOME TOMORROW. X 
WON'T TRY TO HOLP 
YOU ANYMORE. , 



V ■ — - 1 

THEY MIGHT NOT COME, N 
WHAT WITH THE RAIN. 
PROBABLY FOR THE BEST. 
I'M SURE HE WAS SETTING 
US UP FOR A ROBBERY Y. 



WELL , HE'S GOT SOME 
THING IN MINP... THOUGH 
THAT STUFF ABOUT HIS 

OWN DOUBTS TENDED 
TO SANDBAG 
ANY NOTION 
THAT HE WAS 
HUSTLING 



PLEASE. 



DOWDY WAS JUST 
A NICE, WEIRP LITTLE GUY. 

BUT YOU HAP TO TURN HIM INTO 
A THREAT SO YOU COULD FEEL YOU 
WERE PROTECTING ME. POES IT 
WIPE OUT THE FACT THAT IVE 
BEEN UNFAITHFUL?PO£S IT 
RESTORE YOUR MASCULINE 
PRIPE 9 



I DON'T BELIEVE HE WAS 
HUSTLING US. MAYBE HE'S 
DELUDED, BUT 
HE'S NOT A \ Y||, 

CRIMINAL . 



HOW THE 
HELL COULD 
YOU TELL THAT? 
FEMININE 
INTUITION? y 



USA AFFECTED A 
SOUTHERN ACCENT ANP A 
BREATHY VOICE. 



THE BATHROOM SERVED TO 
MAKE HER DRUNKER. IT 
WAS A REEKING CHAMBER 
OF HORRORS. 



FROM THE NARROW WINDOW 
SHE WATCHED THE STORM, 
STARING AT THE SCENE WITH 
SOMETHING UKE LONGING, AS 
IF IT HELP THE PROMISE 
OF RESOLUTION. 
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x pon't 

KNOW. 



THE BARTENPER HAULER OUT 
A PORTABLE RECORP PLAYER 
ANP PUT ON AN ALBUM OF 
ROMANTIC BALLAPS; THE 
NEEPLE KEPT SK IPPING, ANP 
FINALLY HE SWITCHER IT OFF. 



THEN THERE HE WAS. 



“ HE ~ 

WANT'S TO 
KNOW IF YOU 
HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS. 



r IV LIKE A 
TO HEAR ABOUT 
HOW THE WORLPS 
. CHANGING. j 



LISA WAS AMAZEP BY THE PANIC SHE 
FELT-THE KINP YOU FEEL WHEN YOU HAVEN'T 
SHUT THE CAR POOR PROPERLY ANP SUPPENLY 
THERE YOU ARE, HANGING ON THE St PE, 
UNPREPAREP FOR THE SIGHT OF THE 
PAVEMENT FLOWING PAST. 



IS THAT y HELL, NO ! I WANT 
WHAT YOU ) YOU! CHILDREN, ETERNAL 
WANT? J LOVE, ALL THAT DUMB 
^ BULLSHIT/ BUT YOU . 

pont .po you p A 






THE FOOP IN THE , 

BAR WAS GREASY, BUT 1 
EAVNG STEAPIEP HER. 

SHE MANAGER TO START 
A CONVERSATION ABOUT 
RECENT MEALS --THE CHINESE' 
PLACE IN MER/PA, THE CREPES 
IN ZIHUATENEJO. 



IT CAME TO BE 
SEVEN- THIRTY, ANP 
THEY TALKEP 
ABOUT POWPY 
NOT SHOWING, 
ABOUT CATCHING 
THE EIGHT 
O'CLOCK BOAT... 



I'LL TRANSLATE. 



NOW LISTEN, MURCIELA60 IS A MAN WHO SPEAKS HIS 
MINP ANP SOMETIMES HE TELLS PEOPLE THINGS THEY 
PON'T LIKE TO HEAR. JUST 
REMEMBER HE BEARS YOU NO 
ILL WILL, ALL RIGHT ? 
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DOWDY REPEATED THE QUESTION IN C A PC Hi 
MUROBLAGO BEGAN TO SPEAK, STARING A 
HIS VOICE A GRAVELLY WHISPER. 



PEL, AND 
RICHARD, 



S HE SAYS THE WORLD IS NOT X 
ONE BUT MANY THOUSANPS UPON 
THOUSANPS OF WORLDS. EVEN THOSE 
WHO DO NOT HAVE THE POWER OF CLEAR 
SIGHT CAN PERCEIVE THIS IF THEy 
CONSIPER THE MYRIAD REALITIES / 
OF THE WORLD THEY DO SEE. ^ 



X IT'S \ 

' EASIEST TO \ 

IMAGINE THE \ 
THOUSANDS Of 
WORLDS AS DIFFERENT- 
COLORED LIGHTS ALL , 
FOCUSED ON A / 
^ SINGLE POINT. / 



WHAT'S HAPPENIN' NOW IS THAT 
THE STRONGEST LIGHT -THE ONE 
MOST RESPONSIBLE FOR DETERMINE 
THE CHARACTER OF THAT POINT- 
IS STARTIN' TO SHINE BRIGHT a 
^ ANP DOMINATE. 



DO you T what 

HAVE A ) POES HE 
QUESTION ?/ THINK 
ABOUT 



I PONT MEAN TO ▼ MURCIELAGO 1 
BE IMPERTINENT, \ HAS NO TIME TO 
PUT MURCIELAGO \ WASTE WITH FOOLS. 

LOOKS PRETTY FRAIL. BUT BECAUSE 
HE CANT HAVE MUCH YOU ARE NOT A 
OF A ROLE TO PLAY J TOTAL FOOL, ANP 
IN ALL THIS. V NEED INSTRUCTION, 
tt~— . HE WILL ANSWER. 

ml /Ts^zWar ray by day his 

//. I / POWER GROWS, ANP 
7/ W§TTy AT NIGHT THE VOLCANO 
6 / / IS BARELY ABLE TO 
CONTAIN HIS FORCE. 

M r f^S§ SCON HE WILL SHEP THIS 
// I \ FRAILTY ANP FLOW 
Mil y I ; h \ BETWEEN THE FORMS CF 
I; X HI S SPIRIT. 



WHEN IT HAS 

Y GAINEP POM I NANCE, 1 
THE OLD AGE WILL END 
AND THE NEW BEGIN- THIS 
PLACE, LAKE ATITLAN,IS ONE 
OF THOSE WHERE THE DAWN 
HAS COME EARLY, WHERE THE 
LIGHT OF THE NEW AGE 
SHINES THE STRONGEST. 
HE'S TELLIN' YOU THIS 
BECAUSE YOU WILL BE i 
k MORE A PART OF THE A 
|k NEW AGE THAN MM 
THE OLP. 



W SURELY YOU ^ 
r MUST HAVE NOTICEP 
THE BREAKDOWN OF 
SYSTEMS, ECONOMIES, 
GOVERNMENTS. THIS IS 
PUE TO THE FACT 
THAT THE LIGHT THAT 
. EMPOWERED THEM 
IS FAPING. v 



' ITS SOME X 
SORT OF PRU6, 
RIGHT? TAKE FOUR 
ANP t WONT CARE 
WHAT HAPPENS. , 



t YOU MUST x 
SWALLOW THEM 
ONE AT A TIME, 
ANP HE WILL 
CHANNEL HIS 
POWER THROUGH 
V THEM. ^ 



WHEN THIS IS PONE YOU MAY ^ 
SHARE EACH OTHER, PART ANP 

.n, COME TOGETHER, WITH - 

^ l OUT SADNESS OR 

Mu u .I WEA KNESS. ^ 



/ I WILL NOT X 
/ TELL YOU WHAT YOU ARE. \ 
( YOU KNOW THAT, AND HAVE ' 
SHAME IN THE KNOWLEDGE . 
WHAT YOU WILL BE IS MANIFEST, 
SOON YOU WILL KNOW THAT, 
you ANP THE MAN WILL PART 
ANP COME TOGETHER MANY 
TIMES. FOR THOUGH YOU ARE 
LOVERS, YOU ARE NOT TRUE , 
v COMPANIONS ANP YOU / 
\ BOTH MUST FOLLOW / 
X YOUR OWN WAYS. y 



HE WANTS 
TO MAKE YOU 
„ A GIFT. 



I WILL N 
FREE THE 
HOOKS THAT 
TEAR AT YOU 
ANP GIVE YOU 
BACK YOUR 
\ NATURES. / 
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I'P LIKE TO- IT'S 
BETTER THAN WHAT 
WE HAVE. ^ 



YOU BELIEVE THIS 
OLP FRAUP? ANP WHAT 
HE SAIP ABOUT US? . 



' LIFE IS A PRU6, MAN/ 
you THINK ME ANP THE OL' BOy 
ARE GONNA GET yoU HIGH ANP 
BOOST yOUR TRAVELER'S 
CHECKS ? SH IT, yOU AIN'T / 
V THINKIN' CLEAR. ^ 



THEy'RE 
NOT GOINS TO 
HURT US. WHy 

pon't you 

. TRY IT? 



r MAYBE N 

THAT'S EXACTLy 
WHAT yOU 'RE GOING 
TO PO, ANP I'M 
. NOT FALLING i 
FOR IT. 



> RICHARP WOULP NORMALLY 
HAVE CRACKER A JOKE ABOUT 
PIRTV OLP MEN, BUT HE WAS STARING 
OUT THE WINPOW AT SHAPOWY FIGURES. 



IT'S PIFFERENTFOR 
yOU. HE HAS TO ANOINT 
you , touch you. ^ 



WHERE 

ARE 

MINE? 



YEAH. ^ 
PON'T WORRV 
I'M JUST 
THINKING- 



RICHARP, 

are you 

OKAY? 



MURCIELAGO SANG, BUILPING A FIERCE 
RHYTHM- HE SIGNALER RICHARP ANP 
GRUNTEP EACH TIME A SEEP WEA/T 
POW/V, PUTTING-LISA THOUGHT- 
SOME MAGICAL ENGLISH ON IT. / // 



THE LAMPLIGHT FUCKEREP, THEN STEAP/EP, 
ANP SO PIP HE- ELEVEN YEARS OF WRONG 
THINKING SEEMEP TO BURN AWAY, ANP 
THE OLP RICHARP WAS SHINING THROUGH. 
CHRIST, SHE WANTEP TO SAY, YOU'RE 
REALLY IN THERE.' 



AW, HELL/ 
HE WHO STEALS 
My PURSE 
STEALS ONLy 
FORTY CENTS 
ON THE POLLAR, 
v RIGHT? 



MURCIELAGO 
PULLER OUT A 
BOTTLE OF /OPINE- 
COLOREP LIQUIP 
ANP BEGAN TO 
SING AGAIN- A 
SOFTER, LESS 
HURRIEP SONG 
WITH THE RHYTHM 
OF FARING ECHOES. 
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VO WE PAV HIM 
ANYTHING ? 



r THERE 'LL 
COME A PAY WHEN 
THE ANSWER'S YES, 
BUT NOT NOW. 



GOOPPYE. 



YEAH, 
SEE YA 



MMMM 



X i wave n 

THIS SENSE OF 
MOTION, OF SPEEP. 
I'M HAYING THESE 
THOUGHTS THAT - 
OUGHT TO SCARE 
V ME, BUT PONT. y 



UNPERSTANP 
THAT WHAT 
THE 0LP6UY 
SAIP ABOUT 
US PARTING 
IS TRUE, FOR 
THE PEST ALL 
V THAT. y 



SOUNRS LIKE 
HALLUCINATIONS. 



PO VOU 
WANT TO 
MAKE 
. LOVE? . 



NO, THAT'S 
NOT HOW IT 
FEELS. HOW 
ABOUT you? 



THAT'S ALL, FOLKS/ ^ CAN VOU 
NO P/RTY TRICKS, T FEEL 



NOTHIN' UP HIS 
SLEEYE. JUST GOOP 
a' NEW-FANGLER 
STICK -TO -VOUR- 
SOUL MAGIC 



IT, 

BROTHERS ANP 
SISTERS? FEEL 
IT WORMIN' ITS 
WAY THROUGH 
YOUR BONES? 



THEY WERE MOSTLY S/LE/VT. 
L/SA FELT CLOSE TO RICH ARP, 

A TRIBUTE TO PAST CLOSENESS, 
BECAUSE THINGS WERE 
CHANGING BETWEEN THEM. 



IN THEIR ROOM, IN THE 
PARK, POINTILISTIC FIRES 
BLOOMER ANP FAPEP IN 
MIPAIR, FURNITURE GLOWEP 
GOLPEN AROUNP THE EP6ES. 



THE FIRST REAL INKLING 
OF HER GIFT WAS WHEN 
SHE NOTICEP THE TRUE 
COLORS OF THE STARS. 



LISA CAME TO SEE SO MUCH LIGHT 
THAT IT P/SCONCERTEP HER ■ SHE 
WISHEP FOR A MOMENT'S NORMALCY, 
ANP HER WISH WAS GRANTEP. IT 
COULP BE CONTROLLEP WITH EASE- 
SHE TOLP RICHARP SOME OF WHAT 
SHE HAP SEEN. 
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I WAS 
[TRUNK. 



NO OFFENSE , BUT ' 
I'M N OT SURE I COULP 
CONCENTRATE ON IT JUST 
NOW. YOU THINK WE . 
MIGHT NOT HAVE / 

ANOTHER CHANCE? 



^ GOP, USA. N 
you PICK THE 
WEIRPEST TIMES 
TO GET 

. AROUSEP. y 



OKAY. 



IT WAS THE GUATEMALAN 
MAN FROM PINNER THE 
NIGHT BEFORE. 



POLICIA... \ I, 



MALOS 



COMMON IOTAS/ 



GUERRILLAS/ f 



YOU 



SHE THOUGHT BACK TO THE FIRST TIME THEY 
HAP BEEN TOGETHER, HOW PROTECTEP SHE 
HAP FELT. MARRIAGE SOUGHT TO INSTITU- 
TIONALIZE THOSE FEELINGS, BUT ALL IT PIP 
WAS LESSEN THEIR INTENSITY ANP OPEN 
UP FOR FAILURE ■ LIKE WITH SEA- 
SHELLS , YOU COULP PUT YOUR EAR TO 
ONE ANP HEAR THE OCEAN BREAKING 
ON A PESERTEP SHORE. BUT THE 
SHELLS WERE ALWAYS EMPTY, 
UNFULFILLEP- PEEPS FILL THEM, 
SAlP AN ALMOST -VOICE 
INSIPE HER HEAP. 



SOMEBOPY SHR/EKEP 
IN THE COURTYARP, 
FOLLOWEP BY SHOUTS 
IN SPANISH ANP 
BROKEN ENGLISH. 

A SCREAM OF PURE 
TERROR, THEN 
SILENCE. 



I M JUST 
HORNY IS 
ALL. 



y YOU'VE " 
' PICKEP SOME 
PRETTY WEIRP 
TIMES YOURSELF. 
LIKE IN JIM ANP 
KAREN'S BATH- 
ROOM. 



A WHILE THEY TOLP 
PRIES ABOUT WHAT 
VARIOUS FRIENPS 
PO IN THEIR 
HOES. 
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r coulpnt 

LET HIM SHOOT- 
I PIPNT HAVE 
A CHOICE. > 



USA WAS FROZEN BY THE ATTACK , 
HALF-DISBELIEVING THAT RICHARD WAS 
CAPABLE OF SUCH DECISIVE ACTION. 



VAMANOS I 



^ THE SOLDIERS 
TORTURE HIM. THEY THINK ' 
HE'S GUERRILLERO, BECAUSE 
i. HE IS MV COUSIN. BUT HE 
IS JUST A STUPENT. 



r IT IS 6000 
YOU ARE HERE. WE 
THINK 4 FRIENP IS 
HERE, A OOCTOR. 
BUT HE'S GONE. 

V pasado. y 



JESUS 
CHRIST ! 



I'M A MEDIC. 
COMO UN 
OOCTOR. 



THE SCENE HAP 
AN AIR OF MYTHIC 
SIGNIFICANCE- -A 
CHANCE MEETING 
BETWEEN 600P 
ANP EVIL IN THE 
GARDEN OF EDEN- 



USA WANTED TO 
CONSOLE HIM, BUT 
SHE SENSED A 
GULF BETWEEN 
THEM THAT 
NOTHING COULP 
BRIDGE. THEIR 
INTIMATE 
CONNECTIONS - 
HOOKS, MURCIELAGO 
CALLED THEM- 
WERE RECEDING. 
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HEY, AMERICAN/ 

YOU WITH THESE PEOPLE 
^ OR SOMETHIN'? 



CAYETE, 
6 RING A! 



ONE OP THE WOMEN 
WHO HAP BEEN SOBBING 
LET OUT A WAIL. 



OR 

SOMETHING 



vou 

Y GONNA LET 'EM N 
KILL US? THAT'S 
WHAT'S HAPPENIN'. THE 
GIRL'S SAYIN' TO LET 
US GO, PUT THE BURE'S 
, TELLIN' HER HE 
K WANTSTOMAKE , 

a statement; A 




TAKE IT EASY. 
THE BULLET NEEPS 
.TO COME OUT. I... 



UNHi... youR 
FRIENP'S GOING 
iTO PIE. THE 
i BULLET NEEPS 
l TO COME 

OUT! A 
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USA HAP A SLASH 
OS ANGUISH SHAT 
INSTANTLY BEGAN 
TO SUBS IPS. THE 
WORLP WAS 
PISSOLVING IN 
GOLPEN LIGHT, 
ALL RIPPLING, 
ILLUSORY SHE 
WAS ENTRANCEP, 
YET RESENTEP 
THE FACT THAT 
THE PISPLAY WAS 
CHEATING HER OF 
THE RIGHT TO 
SAPNESS. 




SEATEP AT THE ENP OF THE PIER, SHE SHUT HER 
EYES ANP TR/EP TO THINK OF RICHARP. A RAGGEP- 
EPGEP VISION APPEAREP. HE WAS SITTING ON THE 
OIL-SMEAREP FLOOR OF THE TRUCK , CRAPUNG THE 
WOUNPEP BOV ; THE GIRL WAS BENP/NG OVER THE BOY 
LISA KEPT WATCHING FOR A LONG T/ME. 




WHEN SHE OPENEP HER 
EYES, SHE FOUNP IT 
HAP GROWN PITCH- 
PARK. INSECURITY 
ANP ISOLATION 
COMBINEP INTO AN 
ELECTRICITY THAT 
JOLTEP HER TP HER 
FEET. 



MAYBE THE THING TO PO WOULP BE TO 
GO SEE MURCIELAGO. 




STUNNEP BY SUCH AN ECCENTRIC 
COURSE, BY THE REALIZATION THAT 
EVERYTHING SHE KNEW WAS PISSOLVING \ 
\ IN LIGHT PR FLEEING INTO PARKNESS, 
SHE WALKER AWAY FROM THE PIER, 
FOLLOWING THE SHORELINE. 



SHE WANTEP TO HOLP ONTO RICHARP, 
TO SAPNESS- HER OLP FAMILIAR ANP 
\ THEIR COMMON WOE - BUT WITH EACH 
\ STEP HER MOOR BRtGHTENEP, ANP SHE 
I COULPN'T EVEN FEEL GUILTY ABOUT 
NOT BEING SAP. 



FOUR OR FIVE HOURS WOULP TAKE 
HER TO THE FAR SIPE OF THE LAKE. 

IT WOULP GIVE HER TIME TO WORK 
AT CONTROLLING HER VISION, TO 
UNPERSTANP SOME OF WHAT SHE SAW. 




WHEN SHE CUMBEP THE VOLCANO 
SHE'P F/NP A RICKETY CABIN. 
TACKEP TO THE POOR WOULP BE 
A NOTE FROM POWPY, EXPLAINING 
THE CARE ANP FEEPING OF WIZARPS. 




GOP, RICHARP, 
GOOPBYE. 
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